Following a “Tulip” Map 

A tulip map may look a bit bewildering at first, but it is a quick and easy way to follow a route ‘at a glance’ and avoids the need to read text (a great advantage for navigators who are prone to travel sickness). 

Not every organiser uses tulip maps, but they do have the advantage of being clear and quick to read – most navigators prefer them.

A tulip map shows  road junctions  on a route, the mileage at the junction, the road layout and the direction you should take indicated by an arrow. You will be travelling from the bottom of the depiction upwards. The tulip will NOT show every road junction you will come across, only those where you need direction. Other details may be added, such as the road number, where it is signed to etc.

The tulip may have been constructed in one of a number of computer programmes. I personally use Excel in the main, or Word. Both have advantages but the Excel one removes the need to calculate kilometres and “roadster mileage” (Series 2 imports tend to read about 3.5% higher than UK models.) as formulae are embedded to convert UK miles to other measurements.

The days routing will be split into separate sections eg start to coffee stop, coffee stop to lunch stop, lunch stop to end. You must remember to zero your odometer at the start of each section. 

If you get separated from the group you are travelling with make your way to the next stopping place to regroup with the other participants. You may be able to telephone for assistance/ advice but some areas have little mobile signal.

